
 

 
Lesson: Preparing Students for TED Talks 

 

Teacher Moves  Student Outcomes  

Show 3-4 models of TED Talks to the class.  
 
Ask students to analyze speakers by using 
the essential question “what makes for an 
effective TED talk?”. 

● You may also consider using a Visible 
Thinking Routine to frame student 
thinking.  

● Chart student responses and narrow 
down a short list of traits of excellence  

Students will view exemplar models of TED 
talks to create a standard for their work.  

Give Writers Workshop: Structure, Brevity, 
Purpose  and have students begin to write a 
script for their talk.  
 
Give students feedback on script using rows 
of project rubric (written, oral communication)  

Students begin to write script  
 
 
 
Students make revisions to script based on 
teacher feedback  

Revisit class chart on traits of excellence. 
Also revisit rows of project rubric. 

● You may decide to create a checklist 
based on language from rubric 

  
Introduce students to Flipgrid as a recording 
mechanism.  

Students practice TED talk using Flipgrid. 
 
 
Students self reflect and revise.  

Revisit exemplar models and focus on 
visuals. Perhaps add/modify class list.  
 
Explain the purpose of a storyboard and have 
students begin to align visuals to speaking 
points in script.  
 

Students will begin to think about visuals to 
enhance their Ted talk.  

Provide feedback on storyboard and have 
students begin to create slides for 
presentation  

Students will create a storyboard for visuals 
from their talk.  

For more PBL teaching tools visit craftedcurriculum.com or follow @crafted_jennypieratt 

https://www.ted.com/playlists/86/talks_to_watch_with_kids
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03c_CoreRoutines.html
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03c_CoreRoutines.html
https://www.ted.com/participate/organize-a-local-tedx-event/tedx-organizer-guide/speakers-program/prepare-your-speaker/outline-script
https://www.ted.com/participate/organize-a-local-tedx-event/tedx-organizer-guide/speakers-program/prepare-your-speaker/outline-script
https://www.printablepaper.net/category/storyboard


Teach students how to use Peardeck-model 
the process by watching/doing the process 
with a sample Ted talk, together.  
 
Break students into small groups to practice 
rehearsing their talk. Have peers provide 
feedback via Peardeck.  
 
Exit ticket: have students generate 3 goals for 
improving their talk, based on peer feedback.  

Students will rehearse, receive feedback from 
peers and revise their work.  

 
Other scaffolds to help students define excellence:  

● Talk like Ted book  
● Apps to help  
● TED Talk on the “secret of great talks” 
● Partner up with a local event, or host your own!  

 

 

For more PBL teaching tools visit craftedcurriculum.com or follow @crafted_jennypieratt 

https://www.amazon.com/s/?ie=UTF8&keywords=talks+like+ted&tag=googhydr-20&index=aps&hvadid=198213299166&hvpos=1t1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13392980593544570458&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=e&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9031276&hvtargid=kwd-370161442767&ref=pd_sl_6kssgyilre_e
https://www.commonsense.org/education/lesson-plans/create-your-own-ted-talk#3
https://www.ted.com/talks/nancy_duarte_the_secret_structure_of_great_talks?referrer=playlist-how_to_make_a_great_presentation#t-173024
https://www.ted.com/participate/organize-a-local-tedx-event/community-resources/event-type-resources/youth-event-resources

